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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 6765 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, US, EEC, NATO 

SUBJECT: US-EC CONSULTATION 

REFS: A. STATE 96829; B. PARIS 11631 

1. DCM TALKED WITH POLITICAL DIRECTOR DUCCI MAY 15 AND 
DISCUSSED THE US ATTITUDE TOWARD CONSULTATIONS AS OUTLINED 
IN REF A. DUCCI TOOK CAREFUL NOTE OF THE PRESENTATION AND 
EXPRESSED THE INITIAL OPINION THAT THE U.S. POSITION SEEMED 

TO HIM ACCEPTABLE, AND POSSIBLY TO ALL THE OTHER EC MEMBERS. 
HE NOTED THAT WE HAD MOVED FROM AN ORGANIC CONSULTATIVE 
LINK WITH SCHEDULED PERIODIC MEETINGS TO A MORE FLEXIBLE AND 
PRAGMATIC POSITION. 

2. DUCCI SAID THAT HE WOULD BE MOST INTERESTED IN LEARNING 
THE FRENCH AND GERMAN REACTIONS TO OUR APPROACH. THE 
DCM INDICATED THAT WHILE WE HAVE NOT YET HAD AN OFFICIAL 
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RESPONSE, THE MATTER HAD BEEN INFORMALLY DISCUSSED IN PARIS 
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(REF B) AND THE INITIAL REACTION SEEMED POSITIVE. 

3. THE NEXT POLITICAL DIRECTOR'S MEETING IS SCHEDULED FOR 
MAY 27 AND PRESUMABLY OUR LATEST VIEWS ON CONSULTATIONS 
WILT. BE DISCUSSED BY THE NINE. VOLPE 
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